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Tuly 19, 2005

Section 5 Submission

Chief, Voting Section

Civil Rights Division

Room 7254 - NWB
Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Ave.,, NW
Washington, DC 20006

Re:  Submission Under Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act for:
Dear Voting Section Chief:

New Hampshire Revised Statute Annotated (“RSA”) 653:9, a STATUTE related
to the Presidential primary election, most recently amended by Laws of 1999 Chapter 161
and previously amended by the chapters cited below.

Pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 1973 (¢), the State of New Hampshire, through the Office
of the New Hampshire Attorney General, hereby submits RSA 653:9, a STATUTE
related to the Presidential primary elections, most recently amended by Laws of 1999
Chapter 161 and previously amended by the chapters cited below.

SUBMISSION:
In accordance with 28 C.F.R. § 51.27, the submission is as follows:

a) Chapter 161 (1999) amending RSA 653:9 is attached. (Exhibit 653:9
A).

1. Chapter 289 (1995) amending RSA 653:9 is attached (Exhibit
053:9 B).

b) Chapter 436 (1979) recodifying RSA’s 58:01 and 58:02 as RSA 653:9
is attached (Exhibit 653:9 C).
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SUBMISSION 653:9

¢) The changes made by amendments to RSA 653:9 are as follows:
1. Chapter 161 (1999) makes the following changes:

a. Replaces the word “the” before the second time
“Tuesday” is used in the first sentence with the word “a”

b. Inserts the following after the word “7Tueday” in the first

sentence: “...selected by the secretary of state which is”
¢. Inertthe words “... or more ...” following “... 7 days ..."
in the first sentence.

d. Insert the phrase “...or the year previous...” at the end of
the first sentence.

2. Chapter 289 (1995) inserts the words “...at least 7 days ... " n
the first sentence following the phrase “...or on the Tuesday...”

3. Chapter 436 (1979) recodifies RSA’s 58:01 and 58:02 as RSA
653:9.

d) This submission is made by: Senior Assistant Attorney General Orville
B. Fitch II, 33 Capitol Street, Concord, New Hampshire 03301, Phone:
(603) 271-1238.

¢) The submitting authority is New Hampshire Attorney General, Kelly
A. Ayotte for the State of New Hampshire.

f) Not applicable.

g) The changes for which pre-clearance is sought were made by a
decision of the New Hampshire General Court (Legislature).

h) In accordance with Amendment X of the U.S. Constitution, the New
Hampshire General Court, the State’s legislature, acting pursuant to
the New Hampshire Constitution Part Second, Article 2, granting
supreme legislative power within the state to the House and Senate,
who with right to negate each other are granted power to make law
through Part Second, Article 5. Additional authority regarding
election law is vested in Part First, Article 11,

The legislature through a bicameral process passed law to create
Chapter 161 (Exhibit 653:9 A). The bill was signed into law (by the
Governor) on June 29, 1999, pursuant to New Hampshire Constitution
Part Second, Article 44.




SUBMISSION 653:9

i) Adoption dates:

1. Chapter 161 (1999) adopted June 29, 1999

2. Chapter 289 (1995) adopted June 21, 1995

3. Chapter 436 (1979) adopted June 25, 1979

j) Effective dates:

1. Chapter 161 (1999) effective June 29, 1999

2. Chapter 289 (1995) effective June 21, 1995

3. Chapter 436 (1979} effective July 1, 1979

k) The changes have been enforced.
) The changes affect the entire State of New Hampshire.
m) The purpose for the changes are as follows:

1. The purpose of the Chapter 161 (1999) is to allow the secretary
of_siate more flexibility in setting the date of NH presidential
primary.

2. The purpose of the Chapter 289 (1995) is to prescribe a
minimum time prior to another state’s primary before which
NH presidential primary must be held, namely at minimum 7

days prior to another state’s presidential primary.

3. The purpose of the Chapter 436 (1979) was to recodify RSA’s
58:01 and 58:02 as RSA 653:9.

n) These changes do not negatively target any protected class under
section 5 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 42 U.S.C. 1973¢c. They
are expected to have neutral impact and do not meet the test of
retrogression defined in Reno v. Bossier Parish Sch. Bd, 520 U.S. 471,
478 (1997). “(T)he ability of minority groups...to elect their choices
to office” will not be diminished. Beer v. U.S., 425 U.S. 130,141
(19706).

0) None known.



SUBMISSION 653:9

p) RSA 653:9 was precleared through 1979 on June 22, 2004 by D.O.J.
file numbers 2004-2563, 2004-2581 and 2004-2582. A copy of this
preclearance is attached as Exhibit 653:9 D. This submission seeks
preclearance of all subsequent changes.

q) Not applicable as this is not a redistricting plan.

r) Exhibit 653:9 E is a copy of a Press Release of this submission, its
availability, and inviting comment to federal Department of Justice.

I expect the foregoing information is sufficient to enable the United States
Attorney General to make the required determination pursuant to Section 5 of the Voting
Rights Act. If further information is required or would be helpful, please contact me.

-il 8. Fitch II

Senior Assistant Attorney General
Civil Bureau

(603) 271-1238
bud.fitch@doi.nh.gov

85367.doc
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CHAPTER 161

Bl PENGAD-Bayanne, W, 2, B

HB 399 - FINAL VERSION
9june99.....1304h
6/24/99 1786s
1999 SESSION
99-0347
03/02
HOUSE BILL 399
AN ACT allowing the secretary of state to have flexibility in moving the date of New Hampshire's
presidential primary and changing the filing period for declarations of candidacy for candidates for
president and vice-president at the presidential primary.
SPONSORS: Rep. Splaine, Rock 34; Rep. Flanagan, Rock 14
COMMITTEE: Election Law
AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill permits the secretary of state to select a date for the presidential primary which is
on a Tuesday 7 days or more prior to a similar election in any other state and provides that
the presidential primary may be held in the year prior to a presidential election year. This

bill also changes the filing period for declarations of candidacy for candidates for president
and vice-president at the presidential primary election from December to November.

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.
Matter removed from current law appears [i-bracketsand-sraelthronsh:]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
9june99.....1304h
6/24/99 1786s
99-0347
03/02

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/legislation/1999/HB0399 .html 8/23/2004



"0161-HB 0399 Page 2 of 2

In the Year of Our Lord One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Nine

- AN ACT allowing the secretary of state to have flexibility in moving the date of New Hampshire's
presidential primary and changing the filing period for declarations of candidacy for candidates for
president and vice-president at the presidential primary.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

161:1 Findings and Purpose. The general court finds that it is imperative to support the tradition of
the New Hampshire first-in-the-nation presidential primary and to encourage candidates to honor
the law which requires that New Hampshire's primary precede any similar election by 7 days.
New Hampshire has held its presidential primary 7 or more days before the primary of any other
state since at least 1920, and has statutorily required such precedence since 1976. However, recent
efforts by other states to usurp New Hampshire's first-in-the-nation primary status necessitate
legislative action to preserve the history, integrity, and tradition of the New Hampshire primary.
In lieu of substantial changes to the law of this state, however, the general court prefers to rely on
the cooperation of candidates willing to declare their support for the first-in-the-nation primary
tradition by pledging not to file or campaign in any state that holds its primary within 7 days of
New Hampshire. It is therefore the intent of the general court to encourage candidates to honor the
New Hampshire primary tradition, while establishing greater flexibility for the secretary of state in
determining the presidential primary date.

i o ':':nd | ;eiegates, Election Dates; Presidential Primary
1 -_---_._.Se __ctzi_ n:by Secretary of State.’Amend RSA 653:9 to read as follows:

653:9 Presidential Primary Election. The presidential primary election shall be held on the second
Tuesday in March or on [#he] a Tuesday selected by the secretary of state which is [atteast] 7

days or more immediately preceding the date on which any other state shall hold a similar
election, whichever is earlier, of each year when a president of the United States is to be elected or
the year previous. Said primary shall be held in connection with the regular March town meeting
or election or, if held on any other day, at a special election called by the secretary of state for that

purpose.

161:3 Elections; Nominations; Presidential Nominations; Declaration of Candidacy; Filing Period.
Amend RSA 655:47, I1 to read as follows:

I1. Declarations of candidacy shall be filed between the first Monday in [Peeemberand-the-briday
efthe-foHevwg=weele| November and the third Friday in November.

161:4 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
(Approved: June 29, 1999)

(Effective Date: June 29, 1999)

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/legislation/1999/HB(0399 . html 8/23/2004
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EXHIBIT

LTEA S

l1émarch95..1625%n

5/23/95....2730s

PEHGAD-Bayenne, §. )

6june95....CofC Rpt....2772Zh
06/08/95...2890L-EBA

HOUSE BILL - FINAL VERSION

1995 SESSION 0737L
95-0699
10/05
HOUSE BILI. 333
AN ACT relative to election procedures.
SPONSORS: Rep. Flanagan, Rock 14

COMMITTEE: Constitutional and Statutory Revision

AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill amends the election laws relative to the date for
holding the presidential primary election.

The bill also sets forth future legislation for the general court
to enact to implement the provisicns of the National Voter
Registration Act if the court in League of Women Voters, AFL=-

CIO and Citizen Action v. Stephen E. Merrill, et al, finds that
the provisions of the act must be applied to voter registration
in New Hampshire.

EXPLANATION: Matter added to current law appears in bold
italics.

Matter removed from current law appears in
ibrackets].

Matter which is either (a} all new or (b} repealed
and reenacted appears in regular type.

- http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/legislation/1995/HB0333 .html 8/23/2004
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lémarcn®5..162%n0
5/23/95....2730s
6june95....CofC Rpt....2772h
06/08/95...28%0L-EBA
CHAPTER 289

HOUSE BILL -~ FINAL VERSION

07371
85~-0699
10/05
HB 333
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the vyear of Cur Lord
One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Five
AN ACT
relative to election procedures.
Be 1t Enacted by the Zenate and House of
Representatives in General Court convened:

128931 Date for Holding Bresidential Primary Election. Amend
BSA 653:9 to read as follows:

653:9 Presidential Primary Election. The presidential primary
alection shall be held on the second Tuesday in March or on the
Tuesday at least 7 days immediately preceding the date on which
any other state shall hold a similar election, whichever is
earlier, of each year when a president of the United States is to
he elected. Sald primary shall be held in connection with the
regular March town meeting or election or, if held on any other
day, at a special election called by the secretary of state for
that purpose.

289:2 Statement of Purpose. The general court hereby acknowledges
the pendency of League of Women Voters, AFL-

hitp://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/legislation/1995/HB0333 .html 8/23/2004
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CIO and Citizen Action v. Stephen E. Merrill, et al, Docket No.
C-95-232-JD, relative to the HNational Veter Reglstration Act, 42
in the electoral process, the purpose of this act is to set forth
future legislation which shall become effective in the event of
an adverse ruling in that case.

28%9:3 Statement of Intent. The general court recognizes that by
its terms, the National Voter Registration Act applies only to
federal elections. The general cocurt further states its
intention, should it be determined as a result of a final order
entered in League of Women Voters, that the National Voter
Registration Act applies to New Hampshire, to enact all necessary
laws to effectuate the following with respect to certain
provisions of the National Voter Registration Act:

I. The provisions of the National Volter Registration Act with
raespect to motor vehicle driver's license registration and mail
registration, and in-person registration at a federal, state or
non-governmental office designated under 42 USC 1973gg-5, 42 USC
1873gg-2, et seg. shall applyv only to federal elections, as
defined in Title 2 U.S8.C. 4£31(3).

II. A person who registers to vote under the provisions of the
Naticnal Veter Registration Act shall voite in person the first
time, 1f the person registers to vote by mall and if The person

has not previocusly voted in that jurisdiction.

III. The following shall be the designated voter registration
agencies for the state:

{(a) Motor vehicle divisions.

(b) Armed services recruiting offices.

(c)y All public assistance agencies.

{d) All zgencies assisting persons with disabiiities.

{e} Public libraries.
IV, All completed voter registration forms from designated
agencies shall be accepted and forwarded to the secretary of
state's office.
V. Regilstration forms to vote in any federal election for federal

offices shall be submitted, accepted, postmarked, or ctherwise
accomplishea as provided by law 30 days prior to the election.

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/legislation/1995/HB0333.html 8/23/2004
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VI. The deadline to register to veote in any federal election for
federal offices shall be 30 days prior to any election.

VII. Any person registering under the National Voter Registration
Act shall be entitled to vote for federal offices only. As
provided in Title 2 U.S.C. 431(3), the term "federal ocffice”
means the office of President or Vice-President, or of Senator or
Representative in, or Delegate or Resident Commissioner to, the
Congress.

VIII. Two checklists shall be maintained: one for perscns
registering under the National Voter Registration Act who are
cnly allowed to vote for federal offices; and one for persons
registering with their town or city clerks or supervisors of the
checklist who shall be allowed to vote in all elections.

289:4 Repeal. RSA 634:7-a and 654:7-b, relative to election day
registration at state and federal elections, are repealed.

289:5 Application.

I. Sections 3 and 4 of this act shall take effect upon the date
that the court in the case of Leaque of Women Voters, AFL~
CIO and Citizen Acticon v. Stephen E. Merrill, et al, i1lssues a

final order that the National Voter Registration Act applies to
voter registration in New Hampshire.

II. Sections 3 and 4 of this act shall not take effect if the

CIO and Citizen Action v. Stephen E. Merrill, et al, issues a
final corder which finds that the state of New Hampshire is not
required to comply with the provisions of the National Voter

Registraticon Act.

I1I. Section 1 of HB 440 of the 1995 legislative session (1995,
187:1), "An Act relative to same day voter registration at city,
town, scheool district, and village district elections”, shall be
repealed 1if the court in League of Women Voters, AFL-

CIC and Citizen Action v. Stephen E. Merrill, et al, issues a
final order which finds that the state of New Hampshire is
reguired to comply with the provisions of the National Voter
Registration Act, and section 1 of HB 440 (1995, 187:1) shall be
repealed upon the date on which such order is issued.

289:6 Effective Date.

I. Sections 3 and 4 of this act shall take effect as provided in
section 5.

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/legislation/1995/HB(333 . htm! ‘ 8/23/2004
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II. The remainder of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

Bpproved: June 21, 19955

Effective: I. Sections 3 and 4 shall take effect as provided in

section 5.

IT. The remainder shall take effect June 21, 1995.

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/legislation/1995/HB0333 . html 8/23/2004



By ‘o000, A1V ‘AR N ‘Aurry se1elg Paju[] oY) JO SIeqUIDRA (B)
Ju | 13704 SODIAISS POULIR,, ULID) BY] ‘UOLJISS SIY) Ul Pasn 8Y T]
‘S9je1Q peqiu() ol Jo uoissessod 10 £10)LLI8) AU UL IO 9138
013992 J0 9)B)S 19YI0 AUB UL 9304 0} PBI)SLIRI j0U ST OF] (4)
earysdwigf MON JO 9181 oY} JO
b puw sjueweinbes ajqesidde 10)o [[e yjLa so[dWod oI (B)
‘papraoad ‘urelraoun st
b 0 JUUE STY YBnoy) usas pur £110 10 Lm0} PIES UL S[IOIUROD SUTE]
1 W0 ou oY YSnoy] UsA? ‘BD1AISS YoNs 0} JoLId A[S)RIPIUILLL [IDIWOP
s1q peY 9y yorys ur aarysduwre]] AN Ul AU J0 UM0] BY]} UL UOLIID[E 9835
£ue ul 90USq¥ 9304 03 JYSLI oY) avYy [[BYS a4 YsdWe MAN JO UOHT}IISUC])
8y} JO 3841, e JO 1T 901V Ul poplaoad se 9% Jo 51804 QT 1SBI[ 1B dutaq
pUE 571G PORU[) OY) JO USZITI0 € FUIS] ‘PIULIap JIjFRUIAIAY SE ‘1904 SHIIAIDS
psuLIE UR ‘AIRIUCO B} 0} MB[ JO uols1aoad Joylo Aug SUIPUBISYIIMION T
‘SAT)0 A SPOIAIRG PIWAY FiTG9

'891®1S PoYLU[] A1} Jo #7188 JO AIRI8008 21}
JO AjLroyjne ayj Jopun pansst £11}uspt Jo paes 10 jlodssed pieA B sy ol ‘T]]
uy
‘891%1Q PatIU[) oY) Jo ucissessod 10 £10)11.19] AUE UL 10 978]IS B JO JOLIIEID aoﬁwﬁ@
J0 91818 JSYIJ0 AU Ul 2304 0} PJ9ISL3al JOU S PUE POIDIWOD J0U 81 9 1]
pue ‘eaysdwel maN jo aIels 243
J0 suorEoifenh puw sjusuzedrnbal aqearidde 12Y30 118 Y)im $81jdwio 9] '
:poptacad
UFR)JEOUN ST 0JR48U} Winjad o) juejul s1y ySnoy) uess pus )10 IO UM}
pIBs Ul ejioruiop surejuivwl 123U0| OU 91 YBNOY] UsAa'SeIR]G PajIu[) &1) woly
aanjaedep sty o3 zolad A[o}eIPaUUTUI S]12THIOP STY PRy 9y yalym Ui sIlysdurey
MAN U A110 10 UMO} BY U UOI[ [BI9PI] AUE UL SJ0A 0F 99)UISHE JOISIIDL
039y BL1 31f] dARY [[RYS SOIELS P U () AU} PISINO POIOIWOP 51 0y ‘dUTYSAUILH
MAN JO UOYNYIISUO)) 3L} JO ISIL] 148 JO T 9[P1MY Ul paplaoad se a3e Jo 51804
Q1 1889 98 Juieq UBZINY Seyrlg peyiu[) Aur ‘AIBIIU0D BU] 0] MB[ JO uosianxd
Joyjo Aue SUIPUBISUHMION "SUIZHI) SEISIAA( JO s)YSrY Juljop £§469

“£31[108] dyealid J0 UONYIISUL BYI] 40 ‘uioy a8e p[o J0 SY[0] PO ‘Testdsoy
10 SUUOY JUBDSA[BAUCD ‘FUISINU AUB Ul UOSBaL AU® JOJ Paunyuoed JIo juaied
® eI Jou ‘uorpmnsur feuad Joyje o uostid orqnd Au® Ul PIULFUOD B[IYM
J0u Fuiuies] Jo AFBUIUIAS AU JO JUSPNIS J0 UL I9YIBI) € I[IYM JI0U ‘seas 43y
247 JO J0 53181§ PIjIuf) 9y} Jo sIejem U] JO UCIIBSIABU Y] Ul padedue apiya
0T ‘$081Q PYIU[) 9Uj JO 991A18S 9y} ul pafopdure o[lym 8oudsqe 1o eouasexd
SHJ JO UOSBad Aq 9[ID1UI0P B 150] PABY 0] PALLoeD oq [18Ys uosted opN ‘sesodand
250U J0J S[IDIUWLOP 2UO A[UO SARY UED I8304 § "UOIIUDJUL puUE JIE] JO uonsenhb
® s1 3u1joa jo sesodand J0j ofIdiwio(] "PAUIES ST S[19IWOD UoNs Isyjoue [Iun
1STX9 07 SONUIIU0D ‘FUISIXD 90U0 ‘T:FG9 VY Ul POUIJOp S8 Ju104 JO ssodand ayy
J0T S{19THIO(] "PWIOY S1Y SB 0f219Y] Juiuanial JO UOtjuajul oY) YIIM WoIFa.aiy
pauasqe Areiodura) v £Q 380t Jo pejdniiajul o 10U [[BYS UM0] Aue ui uosdad Aue
£q paxmboe sesodand Surjoa J0J 970D Y "BIUISHY Ayejoduia}, 2:¥G9

-reak yose Jo uongiod
JuEdIIudLs B 10] 1B SUIMUIIU0D B U0 S[[PMP 3y Yorym ui sor[d Jey) s 9710
~[UIOP STYJ, "UTUINJad JO UOTIUDIUL AU} §BY 31 ‘9oudsqe Argiodura) uodn ‘Yorym
01 BOULPISO S A0304 BY] ST A[IIWOD SIYT, ‘poraod aIUIFeput ue JI0] apiset o]
uoryusyui ue Jurelodioout sousseud edisdyd [enjoe] Jo uonsanb & sl e[lorwiop
§,U0 JO JUBUIULIPISP aYJ, "POIIOIWIOP SI 9y YdIym Ul 398[d payedodiconiun
10 ‘paeMm ‘UMO} 9Y) UT 9)0A 0} ‘UCIJ0S[d 40 Juljesll AUT 18 1YSLL T 2A8Y [[BYS
‘sapysdwB ] AN JO UOTINISU0D) 913 J0 181, 318 JO {1 9211y ut .10} popiscad
98¢ a3 Jo ‘S91R1S PIYIUY) BY} JO UPZIHD B BUILQ "I[IDTUIOD PAYSIYE1ss JUSUBUL
-19d pure pexij ¥ SUIARY 18]S 2y} JO JuBYIqeYUL AISAT 19104 [€397] 1749

199 98y WALAVHD [6261

Appqreng
SISTTADHHD ANV SEALOA
V99 HHLAVHD

muu

ww@ MNWWWMMM Wmmwwww wwwwmcmﬁ JULsoTio] 2BaL 9y Jo T mwww:mw. w.wm%u%w% w%ﬂm@w
RFEH) 0 UOTINISUC) 2atysd IRy Man aug £q 1

U0 891170 BUNSSE [[BUS J09[9-8.18911709)81Q .:owzﬁmﬁwwu .mZD Mmp M%%%mwwww wnw

UO391}J0 SUINSESE [[BYS 199]9-51001IJ0 [BI0PS] “821FJ() JO Uodmnssy cﬂmmw:

asodand 1By a0] 99238 J0 A
Aq pajen uo13oa(e [R1ods € je ‘Aep I2430 Aue Uo QMM pii Woﬁmwswwﬁm MwmeWWww%
UMOY Yo I JB[NI0L 9Y3 Y}14 UOHDBULOD Ul oY 8] [[eys ATeuiLid pIEg p31oae
.m%oww NM w%wﬂm %WM_M wa Wm_ .ﬂv ,Mmywwmmm.a B USYM T84 YDBS JO ‘J21| 482 S1 p@bﬁuﬁmﬁ
t fu 8 21818 JY10 AU® YIIym U0 ep oyl I :
Af@yeIpowUIl £BPSAN], 9] U0 40 DB Ul AvpSOn] puood o o spoed
- - B m
uonase Areulad feruepisaad @ﬁ_mmsﬂ_ﬁ%gﬁwﬁ ?mmwmwmﬁ__mmmmwﬁ

134 PAIB(UINU-UAAS AI3AD JO Joquadad i £epssnt
uo p1ay aq [[BYs uoose Areuriad o1eys MEW .:mmwiw_mmwhwﬁmmwmwﬂw«%% m“wmwwﬁ

-U2A8 AI9AD JO JOQUISAON Ul ARDUOTY 1SX1j oy} Surmo “IR2A paaagquinu
U pray sq {[eys uorasle reasuss Smw.m m:&mnﬂwuﬁw Lwﬁwﬁwwwwﬁ%wumﬁwmﬁ

sae(q ustOI[E

V54 Ul N0 DIAR] SIDLEISIP 93 Y S0UBPIOIVE UL UOHTUSAU0D S)ded Sﬁ%mwww

0] 89123019 10912 [[els JOIIISIP 9A11R 1 U2s01d01 91818 Yo®e UT 51 ‘
Lreunad 91895 £1040 1y SUOUIAUOY A1Ie] wwﬁmm 0] .mwn_wn%%_wd% wwmwn%ﬂw

‘PolIIue SI 91B)S B11 YOI m 03 UCTIUSAUCD Ju

N%M%wwo wmm%zwwww %.w %Wﬂmwﬂuﬁ 9] 9500y ano.umﬁs@:m ug% soxd Jo3 m@wﬁmmwﬂmmm
, 194} D10A [[BYS D7)S 9U} JO SUSI0A 2] ‘UOILY :
[enuspisaid £10A0 1y sucnULAU0)) K1ae g _%:cﬁﬁwz S:Mvwsw.w_wﬁh%wmh%a

suonuaAuo)) L1ae ] o1 seyedafa( o LG sbE] [0

-91dad S9YR)g PajIu[] 210 J99[3 {[BUS JOLUSIP [BUMSseLd “0AITEIUBS
U UOOOR [Ri9UDE 21835 KIond 1y “SALIEIUISaITOY SoreIg POt pecg.

, “10JBUDE 597R]Q PAllU[] oGO0 109]8 [[BYS 91BIS @
I Je0.191]) ieok XIS AI9AD HOI]R[? [RI2ULS mﬁwwm_wnm H_Ma ﬁm%. m%mwow w N%Mumwmﬂw
[BdoUa3 18]S BY] 18 PUER I2) Laday] I8k YIXIS A19A0 Uo11097e [esoued o1wls ayy

n._m PU® 0861 UI UOII3]a [BIauad 91%)8 Y3 1V "SA0TRUAG §9JB)F PojIU 1 £:€69

D[S S1 21818 oY} YoTym 0] SBIQ PRIU[] o] IO d-
Pue Juapisadd 31 J0 S1030010 JO JBqUINU SY) aumm%mmx%ﬁmw%ﬁwmw% me.\.wgwwmw
191J88401) 2804 Y1IN0] £1342 U01100[0 [BI9UAT 07RIS O] 18 PUR ORET UI uorpoo
[812Ua3 91815 91} TV "JUIPISALJ-9D1A PUT JUIPISOLJ ) JO 81031031 Z:£G9
Do1os[{ oy 01 51021IFI() [e12pay]
¢ 1914981 L Bur

Ul pegejod aq [JBYS Witd} J804-F 03 ‘u0ijoale wﬂmnmw wmm.w cwmﬁ.u%ww meﬂﬂﬂmmw
PAIII[END PUE UBSOYD 01% SI0S85900NS TIOY) [1JUn S901150 1184} proy [[BYs y1oq
PUB ULI9] T84~ B DAI9S [[BYS QU0 PUT ULID] JBak-§ ¥ oAI0s 1[BYS 210 ‘ussoys

64671 987 YELIVHD 999



U.S. Department of Justice EXHIBIT

Civil Rights Division £53:9 D

Foting Section - NWEB

JOR:RPL:SMC: :} dh 830 Pennsvlvania Avenue, N H
DI 166-012-3 Wastungton, (3C 20530
2004-2563

2004-2581

2004-2582

June 22, 2004

Orville B. Fitch II, Esg.
Assistant Attorney General

Civil Bureau

Department cf Justice

33 Capitol Strest

Concord, New Hampshire 03301-63397

Dear Mr. Fitch:

This refers to Session Law Chapter 436 (HB 575) (1579), which
recodifies the election laws of the State of New Hampshire;
Session Law Chapter 266 (HR 577) (2003}, which implements the Help
America Veote Act of 2002 (HAVA), 42 U.S.C. 15301-15545; and the
adoption of formal administrative procedures for the resolution
of election law complaints, including complaints filed under
Title IIT of HAVA, submitted to the Attorney General pursuant to
Secticn 5 of the Voting Rights Act, 42 U.S.C. 1973c. We recelved
vour submissions on June 7, 2004.

The Attorney General does not interpose any objection to the
specified changes. Regarding Session Law Chapter 266, we note
that the act specifically amends the following provisions of the
State's election laws: RSA 655:19, II (Chapter 387 (19%91)) (to
provide for the deposit of certain candidate filing fees
collected by the secretary of state into the election fund); RSA
£55:19-c {(Chapter 387 (1991)) (to provide for the depcsit of any
administrative assessments paid to the secretary of state into
the election fund); RSA 664:3, I (Chapter 351 (1997)) (to provide
for the deposit of political committee registration fees paid to
the secretary of state intoc the election fund); RSA 664:21, II
(Chapter 351 (1997)) (to provide for the deposit of any
administrative fines for violatiocns of the State's campaign
finance laws into the election fund); and RSA 665:7 (Chapter 436
(1979)) {to authorize the Ballot Law Commission to hear and
resolve complaints alleging violations of Title III of HAVA, as
specified) .
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We note also that Section 5 expressly provides that the
failure of the Attorney General to cbject does not bar subseguent
litigation to enjoin the enforcement of the changes. In
addition, as authorized by Section 5, we reserve the right to
reexamine this submission if additional informaticn that would
stherwise require an objection ceomes Lo our attention during the
remainder of the sixty-day review period. See Procedures for the
Administration of Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act (28 C.F.R.

51.41 and 51.43).

Session Law Chapter 266 includes provisions that are
enabling in nature. Therefore, the State is not relieved of its
responsibility to geek Section & preclearance of any changes
affecting voting proposed to be implemented pursuant to this
legislation (e.g., creation of a centralized statewide voter
registration database by the secretary of state and guidelines
igaued by the secretary of gtate implementing the database). See

28 C.,F.R. b51.15.
5\\\ Sincerely,
nﬁN\ U ﬁ\"bx\yﬁgg?\
Kf, NC\FQ*“}\\\‘ =
Jogeph D. Rich
Chief, Voting Section
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KELLY A. AYOTTE MICHAEL A. DELANEY
ATTORNEY GENERAL

DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL

News Release

RELEASED BY:  Attorney General Kelly A. Ayotte

SUBJECT: Voting Rights Act — Submission of a request for preclearance of
changes to New Hampshire Voting laws and procedures

DATE: June 10, 2005

RELEASE TIME:  Immediate

Attorney General Kelly A. Ayotte announces the submission of requests for
preclearance of changes made to the election laws in New Hampshire to the Federal
Department of Justice. Preclearance submissions will address changes made to New

Hampshire’s election laws since jurisdictions in the State became subject to
preclearance.

Ten New Hampshire towns are subject to section 5 of the federal Voting
Rights Act. Changes to New Hampshire election laws that affect any of these ten
towns must be submitted for review by either the Federal Department of Justice or the
Federal District Court for Washington D.C. The federal Department of Justice will
review the changes to New Hampshire’s election laws to ensure that the changes do
not have the effect of denying or abridging the right to vote on account of race or
color, or membership in a language minority group. Changes to New Hampshire
redistricting statutes have been submitted to, and approved by, the U.S. Justice
Department since the 1980 census. Federal regulations require that the public be
notified that the State has filed a request for preclearance and that the submission be
available for public inspection.

Telephone 603.-271-3658 + FAX 603-271-211¢ = TDD Access: Relay NH 1-800-735-2964
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Copies of each submission by the Attorney General for the State of New
Hampshire are available at the office of the Attorney General at 33 Capitol Street,
Concord New Hampshire, 03301. Each document will also be made available at the
Attorney General’s Office web site at:

http://www.dol.nh.cov/elections/

Attorney General Avotte and the federal Department of Justice invite persons
interested in this submission to submit comments and information, in writing or by
telephone, to the Voting Section of the Federal Department of Justice, Civil Rights
Division, at the carlicst possible date to ensure that they may be considered during the
preclearance review time period. Telephone 1-800-253-3931 or (202) 307-2385 or
write Chief, Voting Section, Civil Rights Division, Room 7354 — NWB, Department
of Justice, 950 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20530. The envelope and
first page should be marked “Comment under section 5.7 Additional information on
the Voting Rights Act and the preclearance process can be obtained at the web site of
the Federal Department of Justice at:

http://www.usdoj.gov/cri/voting/index. htm

The New Hampshire Attorney General’s Office Voting section can be
contacted at:

http:/www.doj.nh.gov/elections/
New Hampshire Toll Free 1-866-8868-3703
or 1-866-VOTERO3
electionlaw(@doi.nh.gov

8083 1.doc



